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GENERAL NOTES. 

Another great organization has been added to those who have officially 
endorsed the work of the Bible Club Course, viz., the Woman's Christian Tem- 
perance Union. The following is a selection from a letter from the far-famed 
head of this organization, Miss Francis Willard: 

"On page 55 of the Twenty-second Annual Convention of the National 
W. C. T. U., held at Baltimore, Md., October 1895 is the following report : 

" Your committee upon investigation of Professor Harper's course of study, 
having considered the subject for a year, would, in harmony with other great 
religious organizations endorse and recommend it to all White Ribbon women. 

(Signed) 

Mrs. Cornelia Forbes, Conn. 

Miss Elizabeth W. Greenwood, N. Y. 

Mrs. Emily McLaughlin, Boston, Mass. 

I need not tell you how sincerely I rejoice in this decision, which if it had 
been left to me would have been reached much earlier. 

Will you be kind enough to write me a letter addressed Evanston, 111., 
that I can publish in our official organ, the Union Signal, which goes to all 
parts of the world, giving to women who are inclined to Bible study, some idea 
of the first steps to be taken if they would go into relations with you as their 
instructor and some encouragement to take this step ? " 

(Signed) Francis E. Willard. 



The five hundred persons who were last year members of the Bible Stu- 
dents' Reading Guild will be able to put their work to most practical use in the 
teaching of the International Sunday School lessons which are now in the 
Gospel of Luke. The list of books was chosen with reference to three ideas: 
(1) the historical background, (2) the narrative of the life itself, (3) comment 
and summary. We give here a list of the books for the benefit of those who 
may like to procure them for use now in connection with Sunday School work. 
Under the first topic Seidel's " In the Time of Jesus " (75 cents) and Eder- 
sheim's "Jewish Social Life" ($1.00). For the second division, Burton's 
" Harmony of the Gospels" (§1.25), and Hanna's "Life of Christ" (Si. 25), and 
for general summary, Brook's " Influence of Jesus" ($1.00), and Bushnell's 
"Character of Jesus" (60 cents). These can all be obtained through the 
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Institute at the special prices given. The first two will be found especially 
interesting. The Life of Christ, when studied in its historical and social 
setting, assumes an entirely different and more lifelike aspect in the mind of 
the ordinary Sunday School pupil. 



To the average Sunday School teacher the suggestion that he spend an 
hour a day upon the study of the Bible seems both unnecessary and imprac- 
ticable. There are, however, those engaged in such work who would be wil- 
ling to give this amount of time if they could be so directed in their study as 
to feel that such an expenditure of energy would lead to a real mastery of the 
subject. To such as those the Institute correspondence course in the Gospel 
of Luke will be especially acceptable. This work entails (i) a careful and 
minute examination of the material of each section as it is taken up, (2) a 
classification of all this material under different heads, (3) the observations 
which may be drawn from the preceding results, (4) the more detailed study 
of special topics, (5) the special religious teachings. For all study the mate- 
rial is divided logically by paragraphs, not arbitrarily. The student sends 
in the written results of his work, and upon them receives the criticism of a 
skilled instructor. This transfer is made each two weeks so that teacher and 
pupil are in frequent communication. 



The teacher who is able to carry on his Sunday School work and at the 
same time be studying preparatory to a subject which he will be called upon 
to teach several months in advance, should take into consideration the fact 
that the International Lessons resume in July next the study of Old Testa- 
ment History, commencing with David. For this the correspondence course 
in Old Testament History covering the period of Samuel, Saul, David and 
Solomon would be adequate. The subject is taken up in the same careful 
manner detailed above. 



A most successful Institute was held at Drake University, Des Moines, Iowa. 
January 14-15, at which Dr. H. L. Willett, of the University of Chicago, gave 
six lectures on Early Old Testament History. The specific subjects were : 
( 1) Abraham the Patriarch. (2) Israel in Egypt. (3; Moses, Leader and Law- 
giver. (4) Joshua and the Conquest. (5) The Days of the Judges. (6) David, 
King and Psalmist. 

There was an average attendance of two hundred and fifty enthusiastic 
listeners. 

At Moline, 111., Dr. Willett is giving a course of lectures continuing 
through six weeks. His subject is " The Beginnings of Christianity." The 
first lecture, "The World's Preparation for Christianity," was delivered Mon- 
day evening, January 13, to an audience of three hundred persons. Full 
syllabi of all these lectures are provided. 
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The organization of the Council of Seventy has been completed and the 
charter Councillors are enrolling. 

The following officers have been elected : 

Of the Council — President, William R. Harper, University of Chicago; 
Recorder, Mr. C. W. Votaw, University of Chicago ; Treasurer, Prof. A. C. 
Zenos, McCormick Theological Seminary. 

Of the Old Testament Chamber — Master, Prof. Chas. Horswell, Garrett 
Biblical Institute ; Scribe, Prof. A. S. Carrier, McCormick Theological 
Seminary. 

Of the New Testament Chamber — Master, Prof. G. H. Gilbert, Chicago 
Theological Seminary ; Scribe, Prof. E. D. Burton, University of Chicago. 

Of the General Chamber — Master, Prof. G. S. Goodspeed, University of 
Chicago ; Scribe, Dr. J. H. Breasted, University of Chicago. 

Although it is late in the year for active aggressive work, many plans are 
under discussion and will be carried out as soon as possible. 

The officers of the Council constitute a governing Senate from which the 
following standing committees have been appointed to take general charge of 
each of the several departments of the Institute work : 

Correspondence Work, Professor Horswell, Mr. Votaw ; Reading Work. 
Professors Burton and Carrier ; Examinations, Dr. Breasted, Professor Zenos ; 
Lectures, Institutes, and Summer Schools, Professors Goodspeed and Gilbert ; 
Finance, Professors Gilbert, Zenos, Horswell. 



